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The Jan issue of the Herald has
two great articles, one is "Human Worth" written by
Jeanne Earnest, member of the Grandview
Congregation, in Lee's Summit, MO. It is an article
that supports the idea that "God loves each of us
equally and unconditionally. All persons have great
worth and should be respected as creations of God
with basic human rights. The willingness to love and
accept others is essential to faithfulness to the
gospel of Christ.". This is a Community of Christ
Faith and Belief statement.

The writer reminds us, lest we forget, that
"Jesus Christ was a radical thinker and boldly
preached a gospel of love and freedom that was all-
inclusive." All-inclusive means just that! It's bigger
than most of us have ever tried to get our arms
around and probably don't think too much about it.
We are comfortable with people who think like us,
look like us, and talk like us. It takes energy to be in
the middle of something different and sometimes it
is even uncomfortable. She tells us that "if we love
God, we should be about loving whom God loves"
and that is everyone.

Everyone means those who worship a
different way or not at all; it means those who have
different political values than ours; it means that
have different ideas on how to live; it means those
who don't think the American way is the best or
right way. It means those who not only think or act
different, but really are different. That seems a
pretty tall order that God has for us, but that's what
human worth and all-inclusive mean.

The second is a report by Jim Hannah and
Andrew Bolton about what happened at the 12th
annual Peace Colloquy this past November in
Independence. The report is titled "Colloquy Affirms
Gifts of World Religions". It had high attendance,
with 481 registrants, 43 keynote and workshop
speakers, 75 Aaronic priesthood members and 114
students from various universities and colleges in
the area including, Graceland and Park University.
The Sunday morning session was opened with the
guestion "What is Authentic Christian Mission in a
Multifaith World? The presentations were made by
two members of the Community of Christ
leadership, JW Windland, Director of the Encounter
World Religions Centre in Toronto, Canada and Don
Compier, dean of Community of Christ Seminary. |
was fortunate to take a workshop from JW Windland
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about World Religions at the Pasadena
congregation just a few weeks before he presented
at the Colloquy. He presented an insightful and
thoughtful workshop that brought much to the table
for study, thought, prayer, and acceptance. This
report quotes both men with very strong statements
about how we are not only called, but directed to
seek common ground with each other, to seek
communion with our brothers and sisters from all
faiths; not in spite of, but because of, our deep
commitment to Christianity. | believe this is another
tall order. The hard part of these tall orders is that |
do believe in both of them, but don't always act on
them.

However, | believe the February themes are
tools that may help us begin to work on these tall
orders. The first one is "Pause to Pray", and that
means always without ceasing. The second one is
"Compassion to Action", and that means without
blame but with softness in our words and deeds.
The 3rd is "Bring Friends to Jesus" and that means
without twisting their arms and let them leave if they
want to with your blessing. The 4th is "Set a New
Table" one that will be big enough to hold all many
of God's children sitting together.

linvite you to re-read the articles and
incorporate the pieces that resonate with you, pick
up the unusual looking pieces that you can chew on
for awhile to see if you can see a different way, and
look under those few rocks where some treasure
may truly be hidden. God Bless us all as we move
individually and collectively to greater
understanding of His Will and Word for us.

——————————— by Carol White

Preliminary work for theinstallation of new air
conditioning and heating unitsfor the Shenandoah
sanctuary isunderway. Paul Plummer, facilities
manager, sayswiring must bere-located to allow the
main unitsto beinstalled outside, replacing original
equipment in theattic.. Paul said it isimportant that
all current building codes are complied with. Itis
hoped the work can be completed before hot weather
arrives.
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Effective January 18, 2006 the Community of
Christ World Headquarters announced the following
changes affecting Coastal Bend Mission Center:

Dale Jones has been assigned as Financial Officer
for Heart of Texas Mission Center and Rio Grande
Mission Center

Mark Euritt has been assigned as Mission Center
President and Mission Center Financial Officer for
Coastal Bend Mission Center

On behalf of the entire mission center and the
leadership team | would like to extend thanks to Dale
Jones for his service and ministry. In the coming weeks,
| will be meeting with my Counselors to discuss the
reorganization of the financial team and other related
issues. We ask for your prayers and support as we
make this transition.

Mark Euritt

Deacon Dorman Lewis provides a report
counting attendance at 46 Sundays during
2005. Average attendance was: Members
59; Visitors 5; Both 64
(NOTE: “Members” includes spouses and
children of church members and friends, as
well as others who regularly attend.

“Visitors" includes guests and friends of
“members”, including out-of-town family.

Highest attendance: 90 on March 24. 89
on August 14, 85 on May 8 and October 2..

Lowest attendance was 38 on May 29, 50
on February 20 and March 6, 51 on November
2.

The statistics below are for “members”
only, not including “visitors”.
Out of the 46 Sundays attendance was
counted:,
5 attended 44-46 Sundays (95-100%
of the Sundays)
9 attended 40-43 Sundays (87-94%)
14 attended 35-39 Sundays (76-86%)
11 attended 30-34 Sundays (65-75%)
16 attended 25-29 Sundays (54-64%)
13 attended 20-24 Sundays (43-64%)
21 attended 11-19 Sundays (23-42%)
21 attended 5-10 Sundays (10-22%)
17 attended 1-4 Sundays (2-9%)

A total of 127 “members” attended some time
during the year(compared to 132 during 2004).
(These figures do not include visitors.)

Nearly perfect attendance (Attendance at
all or all but one of the 46 Sundays attendance
was counted):Ray and Doris Jackel, Amy
Lewis, Lafe Williams.

For comparison, in 2005, average
attendance of members was 59; In year 2004,
average attendance of members was 64;
2003, 65.

In 2005. 68 members attended at least
50% of the time; In 2004, 73 members
attended at least 50% of the time; 2003, 69;
2002, 59; 2001, 63.  (Note: If you are
curious about where you stand in all the above
statistics, you can ask Dorman to give you the
figures pertaining to you and your family.)

20 Sundays were counted.
Attendance varied from 9 to 25, although many
arrived very late. Average attendance was 15.
On the 20 Sundays counted:
9 people attended 15-20 Sundays
7 people attended 10-14 Sundays
6 people attended 5-9 Sundays
17 people attended 1-4 Sundays
A total of 39 people attended one or more
Sundays. submitted by Dorman Lewis

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1--Shelley Plummer
6--Aaron Jackel
8--Brian Fuller
Marsha Torkleson
15-Jerry McCrimmon
Karl Runcik
17-Ronald Jackel
19-Margaret Galbraith
23-Steven Smeltzer
25-Dawn Higginson
28-Lafe Williams
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The Shenandoah Congregation will continue to
collect food on the first Sunday of each month and
donate it to Christian Assistance Ministries (CAM) at the
5084 De Zavala location; it's fitting that we designate
“Communion/Oblation” Sunday for this purpose. Please
place your donations in the basket under the church
seal. In addition to food, CAM also accepts donations of
clothing, hygiene and household items.

T

'ME FOOD ™\

SUGGESTIONS: Food List: Canned vegetables,
canned meats, canned fruits, canned soups, canned
tomatoes, dry soups, pinto beans, rice, pastas, oatmeal,
cereal, peanut butter & jelly. Clothing List: Children’s
socks, underwear, uniforms, shoes, winter coats.
Women's larger sizes, socks, underwear, bras, winter
clothing. Men’s socks, underwear, jeans, tennis shoes,
work boots, sweatshirts, coats. Hygiene: (Travel-size
items): Shampoo, soap, deodorant, razors, female
products, toothpaste & toothbrushes. Miscellaneous:
pots & pans, backpacks, plastic grocery sacks,
department store bags, school bags, diapers.

Donating is something all of us can do to help our
community. CAM also needs volunteers at the De
Zavala location for positions such as: interviewer, food &
clothing pantry worker and desk/phone receptionist.
Interested in finding out more about volunteering? Call
the Volunteer Coordinator at 222-1553.

" # S

These dates undoubtedly will occur in
bulletins and planners during the year, but this
is a handy list to keep for planning purposes
Feb. 10-12 Silent Retreat, Houston, Tx
May 25-29 Young Adult Reunion (18-30 yrs of
age), Camp Sionito
June 4-10 Sr. High Camp, Camp Sionito
June 10-17 Reunion #1, Camp Sionito
June 25-Jul 1 Jr. High Camp, Camp Sionito
July 1-7 Reunion #2, Camp Sionito
July 9-15 Junior Camp (Grades 3-6), Camp

Sionito
July 22-29 Spectacular, Graceland U.,
Lamoni, IA

July 23-26 Hispanic Youth Camp, Camp
Sionito

July 26-30 Hispanic Family Camp, Camp
Sionito

Oct 6-8 Family Retreat, Camp Sionito

Oct 20-22 Men’s Retreat, Livingston, TX

Oct 28-29 Mission Center Conference &
Retreat, Camp Sionito

Dec 30-Jan 1 Yuletide Retreat (Jr./Sr. High),
Camp Sionito

This year the Shenandoah Congregation
began a programto salicit and respect your gifts
of time and talents similar to the way we
recognize your financial gifts.

The entire Community of Christ church has
expanded its understanding of the principles of
Tithing in away that calls each of us to serve our
community. Our Tithing can, and should,
continue to include financial sacrifice and
dedications to both local and World Church
jurisdictions. But, as Christians, we are also
called to work diligently and creatively to
“proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities
af joy, hope, love, and peace.”

The Pastorate of the Shenandoah
congregation has set a very specific goal to lead
our congregation to add to their financial gifts,
the most precious gifts of time and talents. We
have asked each member of the congregation to
give just one additional hour per week of service
to any part of the San Antonio community, or one
additional hour to serving the congregation.

If each of us would give just that one hour,
with at least fifty weekly attendees, and fifty-two
weeks for the year, we would deliver well over
2,500 hours of service! This can make a HUGE
impact. Please join us.

(continued next page)
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To help bless and appreciate your precious
gifts of time and talents, we will provide green
forms in your bulletin that you can use to add
your service talents to the weekly offertory.
Please do give a gift of senvice. Please do
account for service you have given or will give.
Please work with us to “proclaim Jesus Christ
and promote communities of joy, hope, love, and
peace”. Together, we can give healing ministry to
our community. Your name can be shared or
anonymous — but please help serve.

We give deep, heartfelt thanks to Evelyn,
Kelly, Margaret, Doris & Ray, Carol, Caral, and
Jim, among athers, for offering over 20 hours of
loving service: including service such as pastoral
care, leadership, care of church facilities,
Neighborhood Watch, community volunteerism,
Crop Walk planning, and congregational support.

The Crop Walk program was founded in 1946, by
Church World Service. Funds raised help
impoverished people in more than 80 countries,
allowing them to envision and fashion a better
future.

Last year CROP WALKS raised over $15 million
to support hunger-fighting programs around the
world.

Here are some staggering statistics. Over 840
million people (about one-sixth of the human
family) receive insufficient nutrition Every year 6
million children under the age of five die as a result
of hunger.

--one of ever 6 people in the world lacks access
to safe drinking water.

--In the 1990s the number of children killed by
diarrhea--the result of unsafe water and sanitation--
-exceeded the nuimber of people killed in armed
conflicts since World War 1.

Attention: Potential Crop Walk Sponsors:

Please support our walkers by contributing your
dollars for their effort to walk in behalf of those in our city
and in far away lands who are hungry. Those walkers
have agreed to participate in the 23rd Annual San Antonio
CROP WALK to be held Sunday, March 5, 2006, 2:30 pm
at Mission County Park. Please be as generous as you

can when a walker ask you for a contribution to support
this worthwhile cause.

Upcoming Pot Luck Specials

At the Pot Luck Dinner on Sunday, Feb. 12, we
will honor our "special sweethearts'--those aged 80 and
over. Comejoin in the fun and festivities. Thenin lieu
of Pot Luck on Sunday, March 12, the youth will host
an Italian Dinner following the morning worship
service. There will be afree-will donation which will go
into the camping fund for the youth.

February Greeters
2/5--Brucks
2/12--Congregation Youth
2/19--McCrimmon

2/26--Plummers
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