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Shenandoah Congregation Vacation Bible School was just winding down as our Saints Alive was going to 
press. We made the publication deadlines just in time to bring you the good news. Our Theme was "Let Your Light 
Shine--Tell the Sacred Story." The teachers' goal was to bring the "GOOD NEWS" to 15 children ages 4 thru 12. Jim 
Burdick opened our day talking about how the sacred story unites, heals, transforms, awakens, and empowers.  

The Discovery class let the children explore by telling their story through puppet play, drawing pictures on 
murals on the wall, building cities with blocks, examining the bugs through a magnifying glass, learning the 5-finger 
prayer, looking at books and kaleidoscopes and making scripture hands, lighted candles, and smiling pillows. This 
effort was lead by Carol White with able help from Tommy Walker, story teller and official photographer, Samantha 
Callier, musician and crafter, Kelly Patton, jack of all trades, and the watchful eyes of Jeeta Caraballo and Carol 
Loveless.  

Edna Workman and Jeeta taught the scripture lesson classes. They brought stories from the scriptures and 
stories from fables that expanded the daily themes. The children listened, but also questioned. Oh!! Those repeated 
phrases of "What is this?" and "Why?"  from all the young inquiring minds who truly wanted to know. Those waving 
hands in the air proved they also wanted to tell their story.  

The music class taught by Dottie Klaus and Samantha Callier helped our children learn some new songs and 
remember some old songs. We jumped, marched, clapped, and also learned to be still and sing softly. Yes, even 
those wiggly little boys managed to  
be still some of the time.  

And of course the favorite activities were crafts and recreation. The younger children made lion and lamb 
pencil holders, picture magnets, and the older children painted flowerpots and made necklaces. The craft classes 
were lead by two master crafters, Ann Yerrington and Evelyn Williams.  Jeeta, Kelly, Tommy, Samantha, Doris 
Jackel, and Carol Loveless assisted them. The craft class also owes thanks to Marilyn McCrimmon, who did 
preliminary planning with Ann and purchased many of the supplies.        (Continued on next page…)
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Reta and Don Tucker treated us to drinks and snacks. They brought goodies every day to the children and 

staff. We closed the day with a big recreation group playing blanket beach ball toss, Frisbee golf, hula-hoop activity, 
and lots of fun outside. Carol Loveless used her ingenuity and energy to create the fun play.  

This was the first VBS Shenandoah has conducted in many years. It is definitely an effort that needs 
repeating. We had 8 children ages 4 through 8: Miranda and Cassandra Cole, Eugene and Jorge Campos,  Grace 
Kempf, Leilani and Lauren Loveless, Donnie and Jordan Calder and John Patton visited us on Friday after he 
finished his summer school. The older children were Sydney Callier, Alyin Graeber, Gavin Hernandez, Ron Jackel. 
Amanda and Heidi Workmon. These children are indeed our joy and our future. We must not forget to teach, to 
mentor, and to show our children the way. The children are not just our responsibility; they are our calling.   
     The scripture says, "A little child shall lead them." Are we ready to follow?  

…… by VBS Director, Carol White. 
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The Community of Christ Houston Outreach Task (HOT) is in great need of donations to help clients seeking school 
supplies for their children. At the beginning of the 2005-2006 school year, HOT provided 651 students with kits 
containing all of their required supplies. Heading into the new school year, the supply stockpile is LOW. School supply 
kits are sold in stores for $29-$44, depending on grade level, and can be a burden for many of the families we serve. 
         You are invited to help by either donating supplies you have purchased, or by sending money. You can bring 
supplies or send checks to the HOT facility located at 922 Fisher, Houston, TX 77018. e. Please contact Carole Caesar 
at 713-812-1741 or carolecaesar@houstonoutreach.org.Thank you for putting the MISSION in Coastal Bend Mission 
Center. 
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We have a new E-mail address for Amy and Dorman Lewis in Albuquerque amylewis85@gmail.com. 
Amy and Dorman have the same address and phone number as listed in the directory. 
 
Kelly and John Patten are moving.   As of Aug 1st, their address is 6711 Peach Tree, San Antonio, TX 
78238. Their phone number will stay the same for now.   
 
Please welcome two new families into our fellowship. Leroy and Cynthia Caesor have a young daughter. 
We are checking particulars on their apartment address at 820 Gentleman Road, San Antonio, TX 78201 
 
 Another family now attending  is Alexis Gangloff  and Donnie and Jordan Calder, 9850  Spring Harvest, 
San Antonio, TX 78254 816-739-7519 (cell phone). 
 
Liz and Henry Speikermann have move to Annandale, Virginia where Liz is now working.  They have 
gone to the Springfield Congregation for church at least once, and met Margo’s mother’s roommate from 
Graceland. 
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     The Shenandoah congregation got a clearer picture of its building renovation plan on July 9th 
when a presentation was given to the congregation by Architect Brent Anderson of MSA 
Associates. 
         Under our contract, we got prelimary drawings plus ideas for renovation and additions to our 
current church facilities.  If adopted the projects will include: 
         1) City permit requirements( Fire separation walls, an additional fire hydrant, 380' of sidewalks 
on city right-of-way, driveway entrance modification, plumbing upgrades to ADA standards, 
additional parking, and city required landscaping),  
          2) Enclosing the breezeway to form an enclosed vestibule,  



 

 

          3) Relocating and expanding our present kitchen,  
          4) Renovating the educational building to yield three classrooms, a pastor's office, and 
additional ground floor storage space.  
          5) adding on to the south end of the current Educational Building to yield two more 
classrooms and an assembly/dining area for 75 people.  
           All of those projects were included at the direction of the church by way of a list of redesign 
priorities included in our original contract. For now, they are only suggestions from the architect to 
meet our stated needs.  
           The estimated cost of these projects is approximately $317,000, not including fees for 
construction drawings or contingencies. We estimate the final cost to be near $350,000. According 
to guidelines issued by the World Church in April 2006, a Capital Campaign must be completed 
before we can apply for a loan from the Houses of Worship Revolving Fund. So that would logically 
be our next step. Therefore, a Funding Committee will be established at our next business meeting 
to determine how much money we can raise, and how much renovation we can afford.  Many hours 
and dollars have been invested in this project. I urge the branch to support it and commit to its 
completion.    

Don Tucker, Chairman, Building Committee 
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   A large number of friends and family turned out on Sunday July 2, to celebrate the Superannuation of 
Victor Hatch, who had been under church appointment for many years.   Brother Hatch and his wife, 
Barbara, had attended the Shenandoah congregation following his retirement from world church 
appointment.  Among those participating in the service were several of his grandchildren, his son, Stephen 
Hatch, an appointee minister in Phoenix and Steve's wife Cindy, and Coastal Bend Mission President Mark 
Euritt.   A reception was held following the afternoon service. 
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We will be having a Back-to-school Game Night with ice cream and desserts on Saturday, August 26 at 6:30. Come out and 
bring some ice cream, pie, cake, cookies, brownies or your favorite dessert. You might also bring a large bottle of your family's 
favorite soda. Also bring your favorite games to play.  We'll have some fun and share together in fellowship.  
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       We are more than half way through 2006 and it is time to start planning for some important 
matters.   Please mark your calendar for a vital congregational business meeting on September 10, 
at 1:30 pm, following Pot Luck. Why is this meeting so important? We’ll be voting on the 2007 
pastor(s) for Shenandoah Congregation. A nominating committee will be formed the first part of 
August and any one of you may be asked to participate as a member of this committee. If you are 
asked, please accept so that we are prepared for the September meeting. 
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