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Pastor’s Corner: 
by Carol White 
BE SET FREE--BE READY--DISCERN PRESENT--SHARE ABUDANCE�
      On my last day of work, I commented to my boss “Free at last, free at last thank 
God Almighty, I’m free at last.”  She looked at me a little puzzled and said; “Surely it 
hasn’ t been that bad, you were never a prisoner here.”  It was an awkward moment.  Of 
course it wasn’ t that bad. I had a good job, I was good at what I did and I felt like a 
valuable member of the team. My customers appreciated my work and often sent 
thank you notes; my peers respected me when they asked my opinion and/or advice on 
work issues; and my boss rewarded me financially for doing good work.  I was 
grateful to be able to work for many years. I am grateful that I have good health and 
can enjoy an active productive retirement and even begin new work with similar 
expectations of success. Was I free? Of course I was. Did I have choices, of course I 
did.  
     As matter of fact I have no clue or concept of the real bondage that generations of 
black folks endured for which Dr. Martin Luther King was speaking for in his l963 “ I 
Have a Dream” speech.   Those words, taken from an old Negro spiritual, became a 
powerful mantra for racial equality and are instantly recognizable today.     �
     So what did I mean by my dramatic theatrical quote?  Was I showing off, did I 
really believe I would be free the next day and my life would be drastically different?  
I suppose I meant I was free not to get up and free from work, I guess I meant I was 
free to make different choices I had not previously been able to do short of quitting my 
job.  One of our themes this month is “ to be set free” .  But in this case it means we 
have access to a power that transforms our lives because we have chosen to follow 
Jesus Christ. That kind of transformative freedom does not necessarily mean you will 
be able to sleep late, it doesn’ t mean that the way will be easy, in fact, there is usually 
a lot of work to do. �
      I attended a class at reunion this year taught by Joann Chapman, it was titled 
Personal and Congregational Evangelism.  One of the things she said was always be 
ready for a visitor to come to your congregation.  She gave us several ideas and some 
things to do.  One of our themes this month is “Be Ready for God” .  Could it be that 
when we act like company is coming and prepare all areas of our worship and 
congregational life based on that expectation it is the same as being ready for God?     �
      If we are to be ready, then we have to learn to discern present time. What is 
happening now, today?  Are we listening to our children, are we listening to each 
other, are we listening to God?  Have we set aside time to draw inward and listen?  
The Reunion Theme this year was “Share Christ’s Peace—Going Deeper.”   The call 
and the challenge is to take our discipleship to another level, to understand Jesus 
Christ better and our relationship with Him.  So we have to really pay attention, be 
present, talk less, look and listen more.  �
      I think the themes are backward for this month, because it seems to me that it is 
easier, more natural, and we are willing to more readily share our abundance, when we 
have heard and understood what we are called to do, when we have answered the call, 
and when we have been recipients of that awesome transformative power because we 
have chosen to follow Jesus Christ.  �
      I hope I learn this month what the true meaning of freedom is in my calling to 
serve Jesus Christ.  It is my hope that we will all make our congregation ready for 
visitors, and ready to meet God.  It is my hope that we see and understand on a deeper 
level what is happening right now.  It is my hope that our congregation, our mission 
center, and our world church will be blessed by the abundance that we share.       �
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Youth Track  

at the Peace Colloquy 
For the first time ever, a new youth 
track for Jr. and Sr. High has been 
added as part of the Peace Colloquy.  
On the bulletin board is (with 
registration form on the back) that can 
be distributed appropriately. The 
Peace Colloquy takes place October 
26-28, 2007. Youth under age 18 must 
attend with a parent or adult sponsor. 
Transportation and housing are not 
provided. 
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Presidential Address 
      The 42nd President of the United States, Bill Clinton, spoke at 
the Community of Christ auditorium on July 5th on the eve of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Harry S. Truman Library & Museum.  More 
information about the event and Clinton’s speech can be found on the 
bulletin board in the education building. 
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Apr il McMillan was at Shenandoah Congregation on June 24 to 
accept a wedding gift from the congregation which was presented to her 
by Co-Pastor Carol White.  April and Chr is Clemenza were married by 
April’s uncle Keith McMillan the following Saturday at Rio Cibolo 
Ranch.  Several members of Shenandoah attended the lovely outdoor 
wedding and reception which followed and enjoyed a night of delicious 
food, wedding cake, music and dancing.  Chris is in the US Air Force 
and the couple resides in Oklahoma City. 
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  Beaumont Mood Lighting and Bexar Electric Company are working 
together to create new ceramic lights and install them in our 
sanctuary.  Six ceramic fixtures broke when roof workers dropped 
shingles on the sanctuary roof this past year.  A lot of time, research, 
and leg work has gone into the task of replacing the beautiful light 
fixtures that will grace our sanctuary.  Stay tuned.     
 CB 
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Due to the past 
rains, current 
rains, and 
immediate 
future rains, 
lightening, and 

the park©s propensity to flood 
quickly we have rescheduled the 
picnic in the park.  The new date is 
Tuesday, 14 Aug 2007, same 
time 9:00am to 3:30pm.  
PLEASE MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS. I know this new 
date will cut out some who begin 
band and ROTC requirements 
(sorry), but maybe it can pick up 
others that are back in town or 
free.  Hope you can make it. 
 We do have equipment for tennis, 
basketball, volleyball, lawn tennis, 
soccer, kickball, T-ball.   Also we 
still plan for hiking on the nature 
trail and swimming.   So hope to 
see you on the re-scheduled 
date.                                  C.White

Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a harder battle    
 
Plato 
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       An enterprising member of the 
Community of Christ in Pleasant Hill, 
MO southeast of Independence is 
promoting an original music CD she 
recently recorded.  Here is the message 
she is distributing:  
     I am Karla La Rue. Recently the Lord 
provided me with an opportunity to 
record a CD of some of the songs He has given me. The CD is titled “ Both Feet in the 
Middle.”  I invite you to visit my website www.KarlaLaRue.com. There you will get to 
know a little about me and be able to listen to samples of some of the songs from the 
CD.  I would appreciate any assistance you would give me by sharing this information 
with your congregation, family and friends   Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter.                                                        In Christ’s Love,   Karla La Rue  
����
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       Whatever possessed me to run a "Google" search on "Saints Alive!"   I 
will never know.  But it turned out to be an interesting journey.   Saints Alive, 
or variations of the name, is a popular moniker for church newsletters and 
bulletins and surprisingly enough, many other things. The informal Google 
research turned up a lot of facts about people behind the masthead…including 
one of a veteran Roman Catholic Priest, Father  Robert F. McNamara, who 
has been a priest in the Rochester, New York, St. Thomas the Apostle  
Church and who has been writing a Saints Alive newsletter for his parish 
more than 40 years.   He was ordained to the priesthood 70 years ago, and 
also served as a professor of church history for 40 years at St. Bernard©s 
Seminary in Rochester.  There also is a real Goodness, Saints Alive 
publication that carries news about animal rights; a Saints Alive publication 
for a soccer team in Wales; a publication of the revised New Orleans Saints; 
an 11th annual Saints Alive Golf Shoot Out fundraiser at Sienna College in 
Loudonville, NY; and several Mormon newsletters are listed among the 
hundreds which carry the Saint's Alive masthead.                by Lafe Williams 
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A/C Technical Services, Ltd. of Castroville 
begins work on Shenandoah' s sanctuary air 
conditioning system on Monday, July 23rd.  The 
work was scheduled to begin sooner and was 
projected to be completed by July 31st.  
However, work date start times and projected 

completion dates had to be revised since San Antonio has experienced 
so much rain in recent days.  Even though work on the air conditioning 
system will be in progress for several weeks in the near future, our 
Sunday morning services will continue to be supplied with cool air.  
 

Men©s retreat! 
 >>>>> October 5-7 at Livingston, TX  <<<<<< 
 We will be blessed by the ministry of Bob Kyser, President of the Quorum 
of Seventies.  Be sure and start making your arrangements now! 

 

More News from the 
Pews 

                   Aimee Ayers 

Fred Ayers passed along a copy of 
a family newsletter which told of 
celebrations in Lubbock when his 
granddaughter, Aimee Ayers, 
graduated from high school with 
High Honors. Aimee will attend 
Honors College this fall at Texas 
Tech University. Aimee’s younger 
sister, D©Ann won the Plainsmen 
4.0 scholar award, Texas High 
School Mock Trail and was elected 
by the faculty as one of four top 
freshmen in her class. Some two 
dozen family members were 
pictured at the celebrations. 

                    D’Ann Ayers
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Do you wonder about the two large baskets sitting just inside the Sanctuary 
doors?  They are there to receive your gifts and offerings of food for the less 
fortunate of San Antonio.  Each Communion Sunday you are asked to bring 
non-perishable food or hygiene items which will be given to the Christian 
Assistance Ministries (CAM). Jan and Arlie Brucks transport the items you 
donate and give them to the volunteers at the center.  People in need come to 
the center on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays to obtain clothing, food or 
toiletry items.  Please take a look in your pantry, cupboards and closets to see 
if you have something that you don’t need that might be a bonanza to 
someone less fortunate.  In addition to non-perishable food items, CAM 
appreciates those small personal size toiletry items, plastic grocery bags, 
clothing, bedding and basic items that people need on a day-to-day basis. 
Next time you do your grocery shopping, throw some extras into your cart and 
then leave it in the trunk of your car so you’ll have it on Communion Sunday to 
lay in the baskets just inside the front doors of Shenandoah.         CB�

� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � : 
·  non-perishable food:  pasta, beans, boxed 

or canned foods 
·  wearable clothing 
·  toiletries, especially small sizes 
·  plastic grocery bags 
·  bedding 

 
 

Building Fund pledges—We still haven’t met our pre-
construction goal with collecting pledges.  If you haven’t submitted the 
money you pledged, please do so as soon as possible.  If you want to 
submit extra—well we’ll take any money you want to offer! 

 New Member 
Geraldine Ransom was 
confirmed as a member of the 
Shendoah Community of Christ 
by Elders Jim Burdick and 
Carol Deane White at church 
on June 24th.  She was 
baptized at Sionito Reunion #1 
by Elder Dalton Klaus.�
 
 

 
 
 

   Patty Walker Ordained to Priesthood Office of Elder 
       A number of Patty Walker’s family from upstate New York were in 

attendance at the July 22nd service in which Patty©s ordination was confirmed. 
Her sister-in-law, Dianne Hollibaugh, (who Patty regards as her sister) brought 
the morning message, giving us many facets of Patty©s life.  Patty©s brother, 
Bill Hollibaugh, also took part in the service, bringing a special reading.  The 
ordination was performed by Elders Donald Tucker and Carol White. 

 
 
 
 

Attendance for first 6 
months of the year�

� �
·  Average attendance using 

25 weeks was 41 
members per Sunday.�

·  Average visitors for same 
time period was 3 visitors 
per Sunday.�

·  Highest Sunday attended 
by members was April 15 
(Easter Sunday) with 58 
members and 10 visitors. �

·   February 11 was the 
second highest members 
with 51 members in 
attendance.�

·  January 1st was next 
with 49 members 
in attendance.           RC 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Richard and Kathleen 
Cole are taking a big road trip with 
their daughters Miranda, 
Cassandra, Audrey and Addison. 
They’ll be leaving Sat July 28th 
and returning August 12th.  They’ll 
visit in Springfield, Missouri, and in 
St. Louis, MO, and hopefully get to 
see Joy, Hayden and Wesley 
Widener in Indianapolis, IN.  
They’ll stop by Kathleen©s parents 
in Macomb, IL, visit friends and the 
Graceland campus in Lamoni, IA, 
visit Kathleen©s grandfather in 
Kansas City area and swing back 
through Branson, MO on the way 
home. They’ll be traveling in 
Richard©s parents© motor home and 
staying in campgrounds along the 
way.  Should be a fun and 
memorable trip for their whole 
family that they hope to make a 
summer tradition!



Hospitality Workshop 
Tammy Lindle is coming to facilitate two workshops in our mission center in the early 
fall.  The first will be held in Bandera at the Bandera Community of Christ on 
September 8th and 9th.  The Sionito Campground Board have offered their assistance 
in offering rooms for those that need a place to stay on September the 8th for $45 a 
room (not per person). These rooms will be in the block cabins, with 4 top bunks and 4 
bottom bunks in each cabin.  The Saturday noon meal will be provided by the Bandera 
Congregation. Please contact Carol Burdick if you plan to attend so she can pass on 
the information.  Also, if you need a book for the workshop, you may contact Patty 
Walker who will be ordering books very soon. 

 
On August 1st, look for more 
information about the second 
workshop in Lake Charles, which will 
be held on October 6th and 7th.    
 
 
 


